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Heritage Cell
Heritage cell is a specialized wing under the Antiquities and protection section of the Department of Archaeology
Head Office assigned to maintain communication with different internation organizations and execute joint projects
with different organizations. Here are some of the important activities done in the fiscal year 2020-2021 under
different projects.

1. Updating the Tentative list of Bangladesh:
During the reporting period several activities had done under this project, a joint initiative by UNESCO Dhaka
office and Department of Archaeology.
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Project At A Glance

e

IPA SIGNED : DURATION ' BUDGET

"

Updating the Tentative : ) 27 January 2020 i 14 months

List in Bangladesh | January 2020 to
. 3 Department of

Archaeology
7
UNESCO Dhaka Office

Project Experts

i - "‘
Professor Dr. Swadhin Sen

Webinars and presentation on the thematic study:

In light of the COVID-19 pandemic situation, the DoA arranged a series of webinars and online presentations to
gather data on the proposals. Different national and international panel members were present on the webinar and
presentations and commented on each proposal. There were a total of two webinars and nine online presentations
held for the proposals during the reporting period.

The summary of the presentations can be found in the next table. Based on the data received from the presentations,
the DoA and experts evaluated each of the proposals. For this, a quantitative approach was taken to rank the
proposals according to their merits. Each proposal was scored on several criteria as per available data and
documentation. The score for a single criterion was from 1 to 5 where 1 reflects very poor and 5 means excellent on
that criterion. After each of the criteria for a proposal was scored, an average score was calculated.

Webiner on Lalmai-Mainamati proposal
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Field visits:

After the seminars and preliminary evaluation, it was necessary to conduct some field visits to gather more on-site
data of the properties listed in the draft Tentative List. The DoA arranged several field visits for DoA head office
officials, focal points, and researchers. A total of 15 field visits were done by focal points & researchers and 4 field
visits were done by DoA head office officials. To better understand the heritage property and identify the property
zone and buffer zone aerial photography was done using a Mavic Air 2 quadcopter (drone). Here are some of the
aerial photos. Here are some of the field visit and aerial photos taken during the field visits.

U e e S A T il g =SS
Inaguration of field visit using drone for aerial photography Field visit at Lalmai-Mainamati Region

R
Aerial view (altitud

Aerial photo (altitude 94.2 m) of Northern part of the Mahasthangarh Aerial view of jaggaddala (altitude 108.4m) Vihara, Naogaon
rampart wall along
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Aerial view (altitude 329.4 m) of Lalbagh Fort
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Stakeholders Meetings:

Community is an important part of the conservation, management and sustainability of heritage properties.
Community also plays an important role in raising awareness and knowledge about the world heritage convention
and inscription process as a World Heritage site. In this regard, as well as for the proper management of the
prospective future World Heritage sites through community participation, the DoA conducted several stakeholder
meetings. The stakeholder meetings helped to not only create a knowledge base but also to gather more data for the
DoA from the community about the site, its history, authenticity, etc.

A total of seven stakeholder meetings were conducted throughout the country. Local administration, public
representative, important and honourable persons, college and university faculties, freedom fighters, government
officials, etc. were present at the stakeholder meetings. The government of Bangladesh and all the important
agencies were aware of the Tentative List upadating process. Local level consultation like metting with local
government, important persons & public representatives along with consultation with ministrial level was done
throughout the process. Public participation is an important part with the implementation of World Heritage
Convention. For the properties which are not protected by the DoA conscent letter is collected from the concerned
departments.

Stakeholder Meetings Conducted

Title & Location

Stakeholder meeting with Ministry of Cultural Affairs

Venue: DoA Head Office, Dhaka e

Stakeholder meeting on Halud Vihara & Jagaddala Vihara

Venue: Paharpur Museum Meeting Room 24 October 2020

Stakeholder meeting on Updating the Tentative List of Bangladesh

Venue: Meeting Room, DC Office, Jashore 26 November 2020

Stakeholder meeting with Bangla Academy and University of Dhaka

Venue: Meeting Room, Bangla Academy 9 December 2020

Stakeholder meeting with monitoring committee from MoCA

Venue: Meeting Room, DoA 14 el by 2020

Stakeholder meeting with DoA Officials

Venue: Seminar Room, DoA 14 December 2020

Stakeholder meeting with Journalists

Venue: Seminar Room, DoA I egmarsy 2021
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Stakeholders meeting on Halud Vihara and
Jagaddala Vihara at Paharpur, Naogaon

El I

Stakéholders meetlin:g at Cumilla

T N e
o e RN e

| |

Monitoring Committee meeting with Consultants and DoA Meeting with head of UNESCO Dhaka office
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Final Sharing Seminar:

The elaborated draft Tentative List was then sent to the experts and UNESCO for review. The draft Tentative List
was also shared with all on 17 February 2021 through a sharing seminar. State minister of the Ministry of Cultural
Affairs Mr KM Khakid, MP was the chief guest at the seminar, along with the secretary of the Ministry of Cultural
Affairs Mr Md Badrul Arefin and UNESCO representative to Bangladesh Ms Beatrice Kaldun as special guests.
The seminar was chaired by the Director General (Additional Charge) of the DoA Md. Ataur Rahman, Joint
Secretary, Ministry of Cultural Affairs. The updated Tentative List was presented by Md. Amiruzzaman, Deputy
Director (Antiquity) and assistant coordinator of the project. International Expert for the project Dr Sharif Shams
Imon presented the inscription process of the World Heritage site. Renowned architect Dr Abu Sayeed M. Ahmed
was present at the seminar as a discussant. A great number of people were also present through video conferencing
due to the COVID-19 pandemic situation. Several national daily newspapers covered the news of the seminar.

-

Head of UNESCO Dhaka office delivering speech Draft Tentative List sharing by Associate Coordinator of the Project
through video conferencing.

Updated Tentative List of Bangladesh:

The DoA started the journey by receiving 61 proposals, finally selecting 8 proposals to be enlisted in the updated
Tentative List of Bangladesh. After considering all comments and field data, and through extensive discussions with
the project experts, the DoA prepared the final Tentative List. The list is prepared from the initial themeatic titles
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and throughout the process the property titles are modified several times according to field data, discussion with
UNESCO expert, DoA officials and present condition of the sites. The list is as follows:

)
RCEIVED PROPOSALS . . %
Todal 61 propessis were received ‘ j i
sfer the epen inibis] call to updats 1 6 D 1 1
Ehe Tenlative List of Bangladesh P

PRELIMINARY THEMES = 2 |
A received propacils were i 1 0 [ POTENTIAL THEMES
snalysed and divised mla 14 ® Patantisl Themes hor Werld

Ihemes ¥ Hyrdtage nites are selected
S fram preliminary ermen

DRAFT TENTATIVE LIST

A drall Tenbstive Lind were &
prapaced from the 1) petanilal
ihames ®

| FINAL TENTATIVE LIST

1
“'ﬂ;‘, Finally 8 themes was selected 5
for the Updated Tentateive List

UPDATING THE of Bangladest *
UNESCO TENTATIVE LIST
OF BANGLADESH

The journey from the preliminary proposals to the Updated Tentative List of Bangladesh

Updated Tentative List of Bangladesh

SI. NO Name of the Properties

Archaeological Sites on the Deltaic Landscape of Bangladesh

Mughal Mosques in Bangladesh

Cultural Landscape of Mahasthan and Karatoya River
Archaeological sites of Lalmai-Mainamati

National Assembly Complex of Bangladesh

The Architectural Work of Muzharul Islam: an Outstanding Contribution to the Modern
Movement in South Asia

Mughal forts on fluvial terrains in Dhaka

Mughal and Colonial Temples of Bangladesh

2. Restoring Retrofitting and 3D Architectural Documentation of Historical Mughal Hammam of Lalbag Fort,
Lalbag, Dhaka Project:

US Embasy of Dhaka approved an amount of USD 1,85,934 as a grant under Ambasadords Fund for Cultural

Preservation (AFCP) on 30th September 2020. The activities under this grant had commenced on 01st October

2020. The duration of the Project is 24 (twenty four) months.

This project is implementing for the celebration of golden jubilee of the Independence of Bangladesh, the birth
centenary of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and upcoming golden jubilee of
U.S-Bangladesh friendship.

mob\o-ioib %@ AT Aforams




Project Objectives:

* Restoration of its original authenticity of materials and architectural features using advanced Retrofitting

system and 3D Architectural Documentation.
* To Restore, Retrofit and 3D Architectural Documentation of historic Mughal Hammam at Lalbag Fort, Dhaka.

Engagement of Consultants:

For the implementation of the project 2 (two) national and 1 (one) international consultant were engaged through
open invitation of EOI.

o

This image cannot currently be displayed.

Inauguration of the project:

The physical Activitites of the project is inaugurated in on 24th March 2021 by the State Minister for Cultural
Affairs K M Khalid MP and United States Ambassador to Bangladesh Earl Miller. The inauguration was done by
flying drone which depicts the start of the 3D architectural documentation work. The ceremony was chaired by the
Secretary of Ministry of Cultural Affairs Md Badrul Arefin. Ministry and embassy officials, experts for this project
and representitives from print and electronic media were present at the ceremony.

State Minister K M Khalid MP delivering speech at the ceremony Guests at the Ceremony
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Guests visitng inside of the Hammam Inauguration of the 3D Architectural Documentation

3D Architectural Documentation:

As of 30th June 2021 the 3D Architectural Documentation work is near complete and Department of Archaeology
is planning to arrange a workshop for sharing the documentation to all. Here are some of the draft architectural
drawings.

PROJECT NAME

CONDITIONAL SURVEY &
AS-BUILT DRAWING OF
HISTORICAL MUGHAL
HAMMAM OF LALBAGH FORT

PROJECT LOCATION

LALBAGH FORT

DRAWING DESCRIPTION

WEST ELEVATION

DRAWING PREPARED BY:

AR. IMAMUR HOSSAIN
AR. FARIBA SAMIA OMI
WEST ELEVATION AR. SHAOMAN MAHTAB
AR. AMZAD HOSSAIN

SCALE: 1100
DATE: 12-08-2021
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PROJECT NAME

CONDITIONAL SURVEY &
AS-BUILT DRAWING OF
HISTORICAL MUGHAL
HAMMAM OF LALBAGH FORT

PROJECT LOCATION

LALBAGH FORT

ORAWING DESCRIPTION

EAST ELEVATION

ORAWING PREPARED BY

AR, IMAMUR HOSSAIN
AR. FARIBA SAMIA OMI
AR. SHADOMAN MAHTAB
AR. AMZAD HOSSAIN

SCALE: 1100
DATE: 12-08-2021
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